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Hayes Urban Teaching Farm Regenerative Farming Certificate Program
APPLICATION FORM - 2018 PILOT PROGRAM
The Hayes Farm is on traditional Wolastoqey territory. In 1752, the Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet), Mi’kmaq, and Peskotomuhkati (Passamaquoddy) signed the first of the Peace and Friendship Treaties with the British Crown, where land was neither ceded nor surrendered. The Treaties of Peace and Friendship were a mutual promise to a commitment of respect and peace between nations and their generations to come. As the future generations and current beneficiaries of these treaties, it is now our responsibility to live in peace and friendship with one another as sovereign nations, as well as with our Mother Earth.
At the Hayes Urban Teaching Farm, we believe in the power of diversity. We seek to have strong representation of women, people with varied abilities, Indigenous peoples, LGBTQ orientation, and visible minorities in our organization. We are committed to a safe, inclusive, and equitable learning and working environment. 
APPLICATION PROCESS
1. Read the complete application, overview and background documents
2. Fill out our questionnaire (section 1)
3. Answer questions as to your talents, gifts, and personal interests in this project (section 2)
4. Answer questions about your existing knowledge and background (section 3)
5. Provide contacts for two professional references (section 4)
6. Attach an up to date resume (preferably in PDF format)
7. Send your full application (form and attachments) by email to the Regenerative Farming Certificate (RFC) coordinator (hayesteachingfarm@gmail.com). You will be notified that your application has been received. 

If your application is a good match for our program, you will be contacted to arrange a phone or in-person conversation. (Note: some applicants may have already been contacted). If we determine that you are a good candidate after that conversation, we will contact your references. If your references indicate a good match with our program, we may arrange an in-person discussion, or 2nd phone conversation. 
Applications are accepted year-round and the program is filled on a first come first served basis. If a position is being offered to you, you will be contacted with an offer as soon as the decision has been made. 
Find background information at: 
https://www.facebook.com/HayesUrbanTeachingFarm/ &  http://www.nbchg.org/urban-teaching-farm-project/
PROGRAM DETAILS: Participation in our pilot year (2018 season) will be a unique opportunity for learning, as well as critiquing and contributing to the formation of the Regenerative Farming Certificate program at the Hayes Farm. Our pilot cohort will be a small group (8-10) who are expected to give ongoing constructive review of the teaching materials and program layout. It is equally important that this special group commit to the entire 32 weeks of the program, and be flexible as they work and study (within the scheduled Monday-Friday), to help evaluate the structure of the pilot year.  Materials will not be available online and student success depends on being in class and present for field work. Instruction will be in English, and students will need to be competent (or have the necessary support) in written and oral communication, as well as basic numeracy and computer skills, and access to a computer. 
SCHEDULE: The tentative program dates are Monday, April 30*, 2018 through December 7*, 2018. The program is full time and will run Monday - Friday, roughly 4½ days per week. From mid-June to early September, participants should expect to help run Thursday evening farmers’ market shifts (approx 4-10pm) ; 3-4 times over 12 weeks, on rotation. 
KEY TO LEARNING DEPOSIT: Participation in this pilot year is a true exchange of learning and energy. We will not be collecting tuition from our participants this year, but do require a “Key to Learning Deposit” to hold your seat and help cover start-up costs. In recognizing a variety of participant circumstances, the suggested deposit is on a sliding scale of $200-$1,000. This deposit is due by April 13, 2018. Given the participants full contribution of participation, time, and feedback, half of the deposit will be returned at the end of the program. This contribution may require participation in filling out surveys, participating in evaluation workshops, and periodic individual interviews.
	Please fill out this form in Microsoft Word and email it as an attachment when submitting your application.


  
Section 1: Personal Information
1. Full name:
2. Permanent mailing address:
3. E-mail address:
4. Phone number(s):

Questionnaire
1. Are you at least 18 years of age?      
2. Are you a Canadian citizen or resident? 
a. If No, do you hold a valid Canadian visa or status to reside in Canada?    
b. If No, will you be able to obtain these documents (including health insurance) in full by April 1, 2018??
3. There are no accommodations provided as part of the program. Do you or will you have suitable living arrangements for the duration of the program (April – November 2018)?
4. Are you willing to do field work in hot and cold temperatures, and wet (variable) conditions?
5. Are you able to work outside for up to 8 hours (including breaks) on field days?
6. Are you able to attend the full schedule as outlined above, including the Thursday night farmers' market?
7. The RFC program has some detailed curriculum requirements, including reading and basic math skills. There will be in-class time, readings, and assignments. Do you feel you are ready to tackle the curriculum requirements in addition to the hard work of farming?  
a. If no, do you have a way to access assistance in the above areas?
8. How did you first hear of the RFC program?
9. Are you comfortable with photos or videos being taken of you as a participant of the RFC program, to be used for promotional or educational purposes?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 2: Interests, gifts, talent
We want to know more about you! Tell us what makes you a good candidate for the program and what your interests are in learning to farm. Please write a short explanation to the questions below. 
1. Do you have a valid driver’s license? 
2. What is your gardening/farming experience? 
3. Describe any experience that you have in each of the following:
a. Small construction projects (group or alone)
b. Entrepreneurial activities
c. Operating farm machinery
d. Operating tools and equipment 
e. Sustained physical labour
f. Managerial and supervisory work
g. Volunteering 
4. Are there any other related work, recreational experiences, or skills that you would like to tell us about?
Section 3: Knowledge/Background
1. How would you explain “regenerative organic farming”?
2. Regenerative/Organic/small scale farming is often viewed as an alternative lifestyle. Explain what this means to you and how it may have motivated you to apply for the program.
3. What excites you most about the program and what do you expect to gain?
4. What might be your biggest challenges in completing the RFC program? 
5. What future use do you hope to make of your farming, business, and community skills?
6. Farm work can be physically demanding, and can require long hours in either the hot sun or freezing cold. What experiences or attributes make you ready for this challenge?
7. Is there anything else you would like to tell us?
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Section 4: References
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Please list below the names of two (2) references, their contact information (mailing address, phone number, and email address,) and their relationship to you. References must be from people such as employers, instructors, associates, and others in a position to comment on your work style and character. References from family members and from people whose sole relationship with you is as a 'friend' are not acceptable. Reference letters do not need to be included with the application.
Please send your application along with the above documents to:  hayesteachingfarm@gmail.com. 
General inquiries can also be emailed to this email address.
A complete application includes:
	__ Complete answers to all questions on pages 2 & 3 of this application form
	__ Proof of VISA and health insurance (International applicants, only)
	__ 2 references with complete contact information (name, address, phone and email)
	__ Your up-to-date resume
THANK YOU FOR YOUR APPLICATION AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO BEING IN TOUCH SOON!
*Indicates a change has been made from the original application form document
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